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IN THE CLAIMS 



Claims 1-14 (previously cancelled). 
/Claim 1 5 (currently amended) Vertical suitcase of essentially parallclipipcdal 
parallelpipcdal shape without rigid peripheral framc^havine a plurality of faces consisting of supple 
material, wherein the a rigidification of the suitcase i^ substantially achievedjby two tubes joining a 
lower surface part and an upper surface part supporting the afo r esaid said supple material, said tubes 
consisting of guides the for a plurality of rods of a retractable handle provided in the upper surface 
part, said tubes being adjacent to a rear face opposite a front face having an opening covered by a 

flap or panel , a closing means for opening the flap or panel , the upper surface part and a thfi lower 

y^- X ~ ^ n 

part^^face par^being in th^fo^mofaa msd mold e^iece or curved sheet of plastic bf curved 



/> \ 



ferrn defining at least the upper and lower rounded arrises of the rear face of the suitcase, the two 
lateral faces^ being each each being made of a supple material and being hooped by a retaining 
elastic ring. 



K^^'* n • ^ t6 (currently amended) Suitcase according to claim 1 5 in, wherein the plastic is 

a semirigid plastic. 

/ Claim 17 (cunently amended) Suitcase according to claim 15^ wherein the upper and ^ 
lower surface parts constitute the separate elements forming an upper shell and a lower shell. 

Claim/I^ (original) Suitcase according to claim 1 5, wherein the upper and lower 
surface pans are integrated into one integral piece covered by the rear face. 



'Cl^ilT^^) (currently amended) Suitcase according to claim 1 5^ wherein the incurved a 



^ ^ ^ ^ 

the curved fornibf the lower surface part or shclt i^s imposeS>l^y the curved extremity of the tubes, ^ 
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V and wherein a the curved the incurved form of the upper surface part or ahcll being is imposed by the 

y r — -^r"'-"- ~ 

lateral retaining rings j^Whbeing preferably metallic retaining rings, provided in the form of two 
lateral frames defining the lateral faces in flexible the supple material. 

U Claim^ (currently amended) Suitcase according to claim 15, wherein the upper / 
surface part and the lower parts surface pa rt are in the form of a polyethylene sheet or plate . 

Claim (currently amended) Suitcase according to claim 1 5^ wherein the sheet 

/ 

constituting the upper part or shell does not support at least a front part of the upper face of the 
suitcase. 

Claim 22 . (currently amended) Suitcoac according to the preceding claim characterized 
ttHhat /(Crtica^^ parallelipipedal shape without ^igidp^ a 



plurality of faces consisting of sup ple material, wherein farigidification ofi;|^juitca^ is achieved bv 
two tubes joining a lower surface pa rt andfai upper surface part\upporting said supple material, said 



tubes consisting of guides for a pl urality of rods of a retractable handle provided in the upper surface 
part, said tubes being adjacent to ^ar facebpposite ^ont face having an opening mvRreH hv a 
flap) ^ closing means for opening the flap|^he upper surface par^ a ndithe lower surface paij being in 
the form of a molded piece or sheet of plastic of curved for m defining at least upper and lower 
rou nded arrises of the rear face of the suitcase/two lateral faces each being made of a supple material 
Tand being hooped by a retaining elastic ringA wherein the sheet constituting the upper part does not 
/support at least a fi-ont part of the upper face of the sui tease Awherein a zip fastener opening, for 



example an opening zipper provided on the front face of the suitcase, extends up to at least the 



3 
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aforesaid front part of the upper face , prelerably between 10% and 50% of the first"^^ ^ surface , 
enabling a partial opening of the upper face. / 

Claim 23 (currently amended) Suitcase according to claim 4 ^15?)wherein in which the 
s hell or lower surface part is attached by riveting, to the exterior of the uneurvated curved extremities 
of the tubes by riveting . 

^/<5laims 24-25 (cancelled). 

/ [^laim 26 (currently amended) A vertical suitcase of essentially parallelipipedal shape 

r 

without rigid frame comprising: 

an upper surface part having sequentially a first edge, a second edge, a third edge and 
a fourth edge and being a formed sheet of a tough material with a c urved fo rm defining aft a rounded 



first upper arris at the first edge of the upper surface part and defining a rounded third upper arris at 
the third edge of the upper surface part; 

a front face consisting of supple material and having an opening and having ^ ' 
sequentially a first edge, a second edge, a third edge and a fourth edge, wherein the first edge of the 
front face is joined by the third edge of the upper surface; 

a lower surface part having sequentially a first edge, a second edge, a third edge and a / 
fourth edge wherein the third edge of the front face is joined by the first edge of the lower surface 
pan and being a formed sheet of a tough material with a cu rved form defining a rounded first lower 
arris at the first edge of the lower surface part and defining a rounded third lower arris at the third 
edge of the lower surface part; ^ 
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a rear face consisting of supple material and having sequentially a first edge, a second 
edge, a third edge and a fourth edge, wherein the third faee edge of the lower surface part is joined 
by the third first edge of the rear face and wherein the first edge of the upper surface part is joined by 
the third edge of the rear face; ^ 

a pair of tubes extending between the upper surface part near the first edge of the 
upper surface part and the lower surface part near the first edge of the lower surface part thereby 



^achie^ng a ridification^the suitcase ^ the pair of tube^ and wherein the pair of tubes supports the 
^ supple material of the rear face, wherein said tubes are disposed adjacent to the rear face; 

a retractable handle located on the outside of the upper surface part and including a 
pair of rods adapted to slide in the pair of tubes, wherein said pair of tubes consists of guides for the 
rods of the retractable handle; 

a flap or panel covering the opening; ^ 

closing means for opening the flap or panel ; / / 

/ 

a first lateral face being made of a supple material and having sequentially a fu-st 
edge, a second edge, a third edge and a fourth edge, wherein the first edge of the first lateral side 
adjoins the second edge of the upper surface part, wherein the second edge of the first lateral side 
adjoins the second edge of the front face, wherein the third edge of tlie fnrst lateral side adjoins the 
second edge of the lower surface part, wherein the fourth edge of the first lateral side adjoins the 
second edge of the rear l^ce; 

a second lateral face being made of a supple material and having sequentially a first 
edge, a second edge, a third edge and a fourth edge, wherein the first edge of the first lateral side 



Apr 22 03 04:43p Leon — d Bloom 



410 337 2296 




Serial No. 09/786,547 
Docket No. 03042-PA 



adjoins the fourth edge of the upper surface part, wherein the second edge of the first lateral side 
adjoins the fourth edge of the front face, wherein the third edge of the first lateral side adjoins the 
fourth edge of the lower surface part, wherein the fourth edge of the first lateral side adjoins the 
fourth edge of the rear face; 

a first elastic retaining ring hooping the first lateral side to the second edge of the / 
upper surface part, to the second edge of the front face, to the second edge of die lower surface part^ 
and to the second edge of the rear face; 

a second elastic retaining ring hooping the second lateral side to the fourtli edge of the/ 
upper surface part, to the fourth edge of the front face, to the fourth edge of the lower surface part, 
and to the fourth edge of the rear face. 

Uflaim 27 (previously added) The suitcase according to claim 26 wherein the upper 
surface part and the lower surface part are made of a semirigid plastic. 

Claim 28 (previously added) The suitcase according to claim 26 wherein the upper 
and lower surface parts constitute the separate elements forming upper shell and lower shell. 

Claim 29 (currently amended) The suitcase according to claiin 26, further comprising 
ce^iaLpart disposed between the first edge of the upper surface part and the third edge of the lower 
surface part, wherein the upper surface pait and Ihe lower surface parts are integrated together ^ 
with the central part into a[i integral piece covered by the rear face, ' 

Claim 30 (currently amended) The suitcase according to claim 26* wherein a curved 
form of the lower surface part is imposed by curved based on curved extremities of tlie pair of tubes, 
wherein a curved fo r m of the upper surface part is imposed by curved based on the first lateral 
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retaining ring and by based o^ the second lateral retaining ring, wherein the lateral retaining rings are 
made of metal, and wherein the lateral retiiining rings are furnished in the form of two lateral frames 
defining the lateral faces in flexible material. 

3 1 (currently amended) The suitcase according to claim 26 wherein the upper 
surface pait and the lower surface part are fabricated from a polyethylene sheet or plate . 

Clamr32 (currently amended) ITie suitcase according to claim 26 furtlier comprising a 
zip fastener flimished for the opening and furnished on the front face of the suitcase and extending 
up to at least the aforesaid front part of the upper face over from about 1 5 to 40% of the surface of 
the firont part and for enabling a partial opening of the <roftt upp er face. 

Claim 33 (currently amended) The suitcase according to claim 26 wherein the pair of 
tubes each has a CUrvgd end^ the lower surface part is attached to the outer side of curved ends of th'e 
pair of tubes by riveting. 

^(^. ^1^1^^ }^ A vertical suitcase of essentiaJly parallelipipedal shape w^Koutrigid) 

\^ ^(Ci rcumscribing frame^d having a front face, a rear face, an upper face, a lower face arid two lateral 
faces, wher ein a rigidificat ion of the suitcase is substantially achieved by two tubeyoining a lower 
surface pai-t and an upper surfacej>art s upporting a sup ple material to form fe .tower face and at least 
part of tlie upper face, said tubes consisting of guides for a plurality of rods of a retractable handle 
provided in the upper surface part, said tubes being adjacent to the rear face opposite to the front face 
having an opening covered by a flap, a closing means for opening the flap, the upper surface part and 
the lower surface part being in the form of a curved molded piece or curved sheet of plastic defining 
at least upper and lower rounded arrises of the rear face of the suitcase, lateral faces each being made 
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of a supple material and each being hooped by a retaining elastic ring of rectangular form, wherein 
said lateral faces can be flattened while regaining their form as soon as a pressure ceases. 



i 



[a'ii^ 



ClaiA^^^^ (new) A vertical suitcase of essentially parallelipipedal shape without rigid 
circumscribing frame and having a front lace, a rear face, a lower face extending from the rear face 
to tlie front face at a bottom end of the re^'ir face, an upper face extending from the rear face to the 
front face at a top end of the rear face and a pair of lateral faces extending between the rear face and 
the front face at edges of the rear face, wherein the front face, the rear face, the lower face, the upper 
face and the pair of lateral faces arc made of a supple material, wherein a rigidification of the 
suitcase is substantially achieved by two tubes joining a lower surface part and an upper surface part 
y supporting said supple material to form the lower face and at least part of the upper face, said tubes 

consisting of guides for two rods of a retractable handle provided in the upper surface part, said tubes 
being adjacent to the rear face opposite to the front face having an opening covered by a flap, a 
closing means for opening the flap, an upper surface part and a lower suiface part being in the form 
of a curved molded piece or curved sheet of plastic defining at least upper and lower rounded arrises / 

of the rear face of the suitcase, said pair of lateral faces being made of a supple material and each 

/^/l/f. 

. being hooped by a retaining elastjc^ring of re^^^^ fqnti, wherein said pair of lateral faces can be 

flattened while regaining their form as soon as a pressure ceases. 

Claim^^^ (new) Suitcase according to claim 1 5, wherein the supple material is a fabric. 

^/<5laims 37-44 (cancelled). 
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